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country. The labour, too, in general, was found to be of
a high standard. The Chinaman is generally regarded as
the best navvy, but according to this engineer who has
had experience in railway construction in all parts of the
world, his preference is overwhelmingly in favour of the
Brazilian Portugee, He takes a pride in his work, is con-
scientious, and performs his task thoroughly. These traits
stood the engineer-in-chief in good stead in his work of
overhaul, for it enabled him to produce a line which, from
the point of excellence and solidity, would be difficult to
rival in more advanced countries. In the upkeep of the
line the same characteristics are observable. The men are
tidy, keep the track in excellent condition, and leave little
cause for complaint in regard to the maintenance of the
railway buildings, taking pride in their individual sections.
They have proved first-class engine-drivers, displaying
every care, for on a railway of this character, bristling
with sharp curves and steep banks, accidents are liable to
be caused from the slightest miscalculation. When dis-
asters have occurred, it has been found that the causes
have been quite beyond the men's control.
Under British management the railway has been rescued
completely from its former moribund condition, greater
stretches of fertile country have been brought under cultiva-
tion, and a general air of prosperity has been imparted to
the territory which it serves. From the financial point of
view the investment has proved a complete success, with
the result that the Leopoldina railway to-day offers a most
powerful example of the beneficial influences of English
management among the railways of South America.